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1 Special cancel: Inauguration of the Governor General  

1.1 Special cancel S1 

1.1.1. Picture of the cancel 
 

 
 

1.1.2. Release event 
Inauguration of the Governor General  
(view of the Royal Castle on the Wawel). 

1.1.3. Duration of use 
Cancellation in the Post Office:    07.11–11.11.1939 
       Fixed Date: 7.11.1939 
 
Cancellation in the Collectors’ Bureau:  No 
 

1.1.4. Cancellation peculiarities 
Since the first stamps of the General Government were issued on 01.12.1939, (three weeks later than 
the special cancel), this cancel had to be applied to stamps of the German Reich. Often this cancel 
appears on postcards and formulars of the German Reich, sometimes with additional Polish stamps. 
 

1.1.5. Cancel varieties 
The cancel is encountered with both a thin and a somewhat thicker outer ring. Since the cancel was 
used for a considerable time, this should be seen as the effect of normal wear. 
 

1.1.6. Forgeries 
Not recorded 
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1.1.7. Publications on the cancel 
 
- Special sheets dated 08.11.1939 
- Official Bulletin of the Reichs Post Ministry 
 
Column in the Warschauer Zeitung dated 14.11.1939 
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Illustrated Stamp Journal  #. 23/1939 
 
‘This depiction of the first special cancel of the GG proves that it was not only used on the stamp 
German Reich Mi# 732 but also on the Hindenburg series, in this case German Reich Mi# 513’. (Also 
used on other stamps of the GR). 
 

    
 
Cancels also exist on GG stamps first released on 08 March 1940. These cancellations can only have 
been made by personnel of Post Office Krakow 1. 
 

1.1.8. Peculiarities 

 
 
S1 on a postcard with GR DR Mi# 516, cancelled in Krakow. Postage charged is correct 
because the sender is a member of the German (Post) Office, which had a special postal rate.  
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S1 on letter (2nd Postal Rate) from Krakow, with 4x GR Mi# 516 – correct rate for letter. 

 
 

 
 

S1 dated 07.11.1939 on Polish postal stationery. The regulation was to affix valid stamps of 
the Reich. Polish postal stationery could be used, but only as a postal formular and had no 
postal validity.  
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1.2 Souvenir card G1 
 

 
 

1.2.1. Peculiarities 
Sale price:  40 Gr. 
Back:   blank 
Official cancellation of the souvenir card only on GR Mi# 732 
 
Varieties 
Souvenir card G1 can be found with the following variations: 
 

-      Different papers:  - Carton tan 
- Carton brownish 

 
- Shift between the lines of text due to there being several printings: 

- Upper 2 lines closer together 
- Upper 2 lines nearer to the foot margin 

 
-      Misprinting (mutilation) of the letter ‘f’ in ‘für’. 

 
 

       
full length    broken      broken off     strongly mutilated 
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Souvenir card with Deutsche Dienstpost Osten (DDPO) security cancel number 79 – 
Sanok – and datestamp 07 November 1939.  
 
This souvenir card was cancelled after 07.11.39! The release of this card was 
officially published in the Warschauer Zeitung dated 26/27.11.1939 and announced 
with the Official Bulletin RPM dated 01.12.1939.  

 
 
 

 
 

This souvenir card, which is heavily over franked on the back, was sent to Berlin as a 
Registered Express Delivery. It was delivered in Berlin C2 on 22.12.1939 by 
Rohrpost (arrival cancel with 10-minute settings). 
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1.2.2. Date of release 
The following column from the Warschauer Zeitung indicates that the release of this souvenir card 
took place after 27.11.1939 and that there were no souvenir cards available on the day the Governor 
General actually took Office.  
 
The column was published along with a picture of the souvenir card. 

 

 
 

The Official Publication can be read in the Bulletin # 130 dated 01.12.1939. 
 
More precise details concerning the first and last day of issue are not available. One can assume that 
this souvenir card could be obtained from the Collectors’ Bureau in Berlin and from those post offices 
in the General Government that had received a supply. 
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Earliest recorded delivery voucher (25.01.40) from the Berlin Collectors’ Bureau (ordered on 
03.12.1939). An earlier order (before 01.12.1939) by the Berlin Collectors’ Bureau was not possible 
(see Official Bulletin under 1.2.2.). 
 

 
 
 
Unsold blank souvenir cards (without stamp and cancel) were issued to collectors who then used them 
with other stamps.  


