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The Handbook 

„Der Postort heißt“-Handstamps are often overlooked accessory postal marks on covers from 
the Generalgouvernement. This handbook is intended to give collectors all the information on 
the reasons why and how these Handstamps were used, but also furnish an overview of all 
recorded Handstamps. 

The Handstamps are spelled in two ways: „heißt“ & „heisst“. In this book we will use the 
spelling „heißt“ as a standard. 

Identical localities names were common in the Generalgouvernement. Even in one District 
there could be several villages with identical names. 

Article by the „Krakauer 
Zeitung“ dated 3 July 1942 
„There exist about 110 
Stanislau…“.

Faced with the challenge over an ever-increasing mail stream, and a necessity for a timely 
delivery, the Deutsche Post Osten (DPO) was forced to introduce informative Handstamps. 

DPh-Handstamps (DPh= Der Postort heißt) mention not only the postal locality with the 
District, but often also the Post-Office via which the mail had to be directed. Alas to this date 
not official document whatsoever was found in connection with the introduction of these 
Handstamps.  

Since the designs of the Handstamps in the different Districts are quite different, it can be 
supposed that the Districts were addressed separately in this matter. The Handstamps vary not 
only in size but also in shape (sometimes even boxed). They appear in different colours like 
blue, red, black and violet. Some Handstamps show an additional Post-Agency cancel and in 
others the locality name is contained within the Handstamps. 
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Article by the „Krakauer Zeitung“ dated 21 & 27 
January 1943 with the DPO directive to mark all 
postal invoices with the locality name and the 
District.

The following cover gives proof of how difficult the mail traffic could be within the 
Generalgouvernement: 

Registered letter first rate (84 Groschen) 
with Mi # 78 & 84 cancelled with a German double circle bridge hand cancel Form A9 
„Bychawa via Lublin 2 – 19.10.43 letter a“. On the back we find a German double circle 
bridge hand cancel Form A1„Lublin 1 – 21.10.43 letter e“ as arrival cancel.

On the same we find the DPh-Handstamp L1 with the additional hand-written postal name 
„Piotrowice“, by the sender. 
This registered letter is addressed to the “Burggericht, Abteilung Strafkammer” in Lublin. 
The sender clearly mentions the locality Kol. (Kolejow) Bahnhof Bystrzyca. This name with 
the addition of „Bahnhof” only exists once (population 268, no Post-Office), although the 
locality name Bystrzyca appears 8 times, let 5 alone in the Lublin District. 
The sender also added: “gmina” = village Piotrowice, which is not correct, at least for the 
period of the Generalgouvernement. 
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1  „Der Postort heißt“-Handstamp K1 

Size: Two lines, not boxed ca. 50 x 8,5 mm. 
A Post-Agency Handstamp is added. 

Language:   German/Polish 
Used time stretch:  3 March – 23 August 1944 
Handstamp colour:  blue, red, black, violet 
Particularity: Most common Handstamp. 

Also known from localities in Krasnik County-Lublin 
District.

Map of Krakau District showing the Counties with the Handstamps K1. 

1.1 Documented localities with the K1 via Bochnia (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Uscie Solne   Post-Agency  Krakau Land 
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1.2 Documented localities with the K1 via Debica (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Brzeziny   Post-Agency  Debica 
Brzeznica   Post-Agency  Debica 
Radomysl Wielki  Post-Office  Debica 
Sedziszow   Post-Office  Debica 
Wielopole Skrzynskie Post-Agency  Debica 
Zagorzyce   Post-Agency  Debica 
Zdziarzec   Post-Agency  Debica 

1.3 Documented localities with the K1 via Gorlice (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Gladyszow   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Glinik Mariampolski  Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Kryg    Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Lipinki   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Losie    Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Luzna    Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Ropa    Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Sekowa   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Szymbark   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Uscie Ruskie   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Zagorzany   Post-Agency  Jaslo 

1.4 Documented localities with the K1 via Jaroslau (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Laszki    Post-Agency  Jaroslau 
Rokietnica   Post-Agency  Jaroslau 

1.5 Documented localities with the K1 via Jaslo (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Brzostek   Post-Office  Jaslo 
Cieklin   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Dembowiec (Debowiec) Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Jodlowa   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Kolaczyce   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Olpiny    Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Olszyny   Post-Office  Jaslo 
Osobnica   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Skolyszyn   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Szerzyny   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Tarnowiec   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
Trzcinica   Post-Agency  Jaslo 
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1.6 Documented localities with the K1 via Krosno (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Chorkowka   Post-Agency  Krosno 
Haczow   Post-Agency  Krosno 
Wroblik Szlachecki  Post-Office  Krosno 

View card of the 
Post-Office Krosno 

1.7 Documented localities with the K1 aus Krynica (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Krynica   Post-Office  Neu Sandez 

1.8 Documented localities with the K1 via Landshut (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Markowa   Post-Agency  Jaroslau 

1.9 Documented localities with the K1 via Limanowa (Post-Office) 
Locality Post   County 
Dobra    Post-Office  Neu Sandez 
Jodlownik   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Laskowa   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Lososina Gorna  Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Lukowica   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Mecina   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Rybie Nowe   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Skrzydlna   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Slopnice   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Szczyrzyc   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Tymbark   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 
Ujanowice   Post-Agency  Neu Sandez 


